ECONEWS
Issue 227

Promoting the Vision of a Vibrant Sustainable Vancouver Island

SEPTEMBER 2012

CANADA’S FUTURE GOVERNMENT
- THIS IS POSSIBLE
Just imagine. It is the fall of 2015,
and a Canadian federal election is
looming. In the opinion polls the New
Democrats and Conservatives are neck
and neck with 36% of the vote, while
the Liberals are trailing at 18%.
Canada’s Green Party, running at
8% in the polls, makes a historic
decision. They negotiate a pact with the
New Democrats by which they will pull
their candidates from every riding
where they are clearly not able to win
and where the New Democrat candidate
is polling first or second, and they will
urge their supporters to cast their votes
for the New Democrats.
In return, when the New Democrats
win the election, they will form a
governing coalition with the elected
Green MPs and pass legislation that will
bring in fair proportional voting, and a
bold, job-creating package of measures
to tackle the global climate emergency.
The coalition will last four or five
years, and in the next election the Green
Party will contest seats right across
Canada. If they win 10% of the popular
vote they will win 34 seats, and
hopefully form a majority coalition with
the New Democrats or the Liberals – or
a government of national progressive
unity
combining
Greens,
New
Democrats and Liberals, strong enough
to return Canada to global leadership in
the urgent race to build a green, just,
sustainable world.
Thinking green is not a political
whim. It is a mandatory necessity for
the future of our planet. The tragedy of
Canada’s Green Party is that it is
siphoning off the best green activists
who would otherwise be contributing to
the greening of the Liberals or the NDP,
giving them far stronger green policies,
instead of being in the wilderness.
If the strategy laid out above was
adopted the Greens would claim their
rightful place in Canada’s political mix,
and place their hands on the steering

wheel of history, guiding our country to
the future we dream of.
So what might that future look like,
and how might we get there, assuming a
government with active participation by
elected Green MPs?

Take food and farming. It is
already equally profitable to be an
organic farmer, but none of the health
and
environmental
costs
of
conventional farming are included in
the price of food.
If a tax was levied on chemical
fertilizers and pesticides, the income
could support farmers going organic for
the first three years while they rebuilt
their soil. With a nation-wide organic
farming extension program it becomes
possible to foresee the mass adoption of
organic farming and the restoration of
farmland ecosystems and wildlife all
across Canada, the end of pesticiderelated cancers, and quality food for all.
Take the growing alarm of the
looming climate emergency. A Canadawide carbon tax on 700 million tonnes
of greenhouse gases a year at $30 a
tonne (BC’s current carbon tax) would
bring in $21 billion a year that could be
used to massively accelerate investment

in bike lanes, public transit, electric
vehicles, renewable electricity, energy
efficiency, zero-waste, reforestation and
carbon eco-sequestration.
Globally, Canada would be able to
re-assume a position of social, human
rights and environmental leadership and
work with other nations to adopt a
series of climate solutions treaties to
accelerate a whole range of solutions
with a view to dramatically slowing the
growth in atmospheric carbon, leveling
off before we hit 450ppm. As well as
aiming to reduce our emissions, we
would use the solutions treaties to build
the world we want.
Now that we’re back in the saddle,
Canada could work to form a new
global group of nations that were
committed to green goals, the E-20 if
there were 20 members, the E-70 if
there were seventy.
With that kind of co-operation we
could begin to build a new global
financial agreement that would reform
the world’s finances, including the IMF,
the World Bank and the World Trade
Organization, and close down the
world’s tax havens, repatriating the $21
to $30 trillion that is being stored
offshore by the world’s elites.
Political action of this kind would
need to be accompanied by a huge
global citizen’s movement – but just
imagine, to know that there was a
strong core of the world’s nations
committed to the same goals, and
Canada right up there with the leaders.
All this is possible, and Canada’s
Green Party holds the key. It also has
the leader, in Elizabeth May, who is
best equipped among MPs to
understand the urgency of the global
crisis and the need for action.
Let us step away from pessimism
and fatalism, and embrace new
possibilities. It’s an old saying, but the
future really is in our hands.
Guy Dauncey

